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What a wonderful first half of the autumn term it’s been here at North Cadbury! The school has
been buzzing with excitement, learning and laughter as our children have thrown themselves into every opportunity
with such enthusiasm.
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From our amazing skateboard and scooting workshops to the joyful Harvest Festival, where pupils arrived dressed as
fruit, vegetables, farmers and scarecrows. There has been such a wonderful sense of fun and togetherness. We’ve
also been inspired by visits from Wessex Water, online lessons from railway safety experts, the Guide Dogs for the
Blind team and our #HelloYellow workshops promoting kindness and wellbeing.

Our trips to The Newt and the Wells Literary Festival and weekly vocal coaching for Phoenix,
have been real highlights, sparking curiosity and creativity, while Dragon Class have been swim-
ming with great determination at Sherborne Pool. We were also delighted to welcome Reverend
Caroline in for assemblies and the ‘School in a Bag’ team, broadening our horizons and reminding
=9 us what a rich and diverse world we share.

Parents’ Evenings were a lovely chance to celebrate all the progress our children are making and
to connect as a community. A special mention, too, for our new Team Captains and Vice Team
Q| Captains, who have already stepped into their roles with such integrity, maturity and care.

Our school value this term has been Friendship, the “F” in FAITH and it’s been heart-warming to
see it shine through in so many ways: in kind words, helping hands and the supportive spirit that
makes North Cadbury such a special place to be.

As we build the foundations of a rich, exciting curriculum, it is a true privilege to watch our chil-
dren grow into confident, curious and compassionate young people. We are so proud of each
and every one of them.

Wishing all our families a happy, restful and well-deserved half-term break. Thank you for being such an important part 3
of our North Cadbury family. What a fantastic start to the year!

With warmest wishes,
Mrs Truett

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace as you trust in him, so that you may over-
flow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

ROMANS 15:13
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Our shared reading of Goodnight Mr Tom has been a
key part of our learning this half term. The children
have loved exploring the characters and themes with-
in the story, and it has inspired some truly lovely de-
scriptive writing. We have focused on creating atmos-
phere and using powerful vocabulary to bring our ide-
as to life. This linked perfectly with our history topic
on World War Il, where we have explored what life

pathy and curiosity throughout.

We’ve also had some exciting visitors in school this
half term. The children absolutely loved their cool skateboarding sessions, showing
confidence, balance and determination as they tried out new skills. Our hands-on sci-
ence investigations linked to flooding gave everyone the chance to explore real-life
scientific ideas through practical experiment!

As part of our Harvest celebrations, the class wrote some fantastic poems from the
point of view of a scarecrow which were full of personality and imagination. They
also created beautiful autumn scenes using oil pastels. Their finished pieces were

bursting with colour and creativity.
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What a fantastic first half term Phoenix class have had!

| We have been very fortunate to experience two workshops so
: far this year! The children thoroughly enjoyed the scooting and
= skateboarding, showing bravery and encouragement for each
~ = other throughout the session! The children have also participat-

ed in a workshop run by Wessex Water. This was a great intro-
duction to Rivers and how our household water is cleaned ahead of our Geog-
raphy topic for the Spring term. : '

The children have spent lots of time perfecting their self-|
portrait skills; creating a number of portraits throughout the §

great addition to our harvest celebrations.

This week we have completed our History topic on the Stone
Age to Iron Age. The children worked hard to combine the knowledge they
had learnt in previous weeks enabling us to create a timeline of the whole pe-
riod as a class.

We look forward to next half term being just as much fun!
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As we come to the end of a busy and exciting term, it’s a lovely opportunity to cele-
brate all the wonderful learning and achievements Unicorn Class has made so far!
The children have worked incredibly hard, showing curiosity, kindness, and creativi-
ty in everything, they do. From exploring new topics in class to enjoying special

events and activities, it’s been a joyful term full of progress and fun!

As you know, we wrapped up this autumn term with a fantastic trip to The

Newt. We took part in exciting outdoor nature workshops, exploring the beautiful
gardens and learning all about the plants and wildlife that live there. A highlight of
the trip was the fascinating tour of the Beezantium, where the children discovered
how bees live and work together to make honey. Everyone came away buzzing with
new knowledge and a deeper appreciation for the natural world! ‘

Best wishes for a restful half term.

Mrs. Stroud and Mrs. Hawker



making new friends, learning to share, and building their
® confidence and self-esteem through PSHE lessons. In PE and

) cal skills, particularly on the bikes and trikes! Theme days
such as Pyjama Day, Hello Yellow, and our Harvest Festival have added lots of excite-
ment, and we’ve ended each week with the cosy [l e s

calm of our Hygge Fridays, which have been en- A '
joyed by all the children! :

This half term, our topic has been All About Me, =
and what a fantastic start to the school year the
children have had! The class have enjoyed get-
ting to know themselves and each other throug |
a variety of games, songs, and hands-on activities. We’ve explored what makes each
of us special, talked about our families and how each one is unique, and learned how
we can stay strong and healthy. We’ve also spent time discovering more about our
amazing bodies and learning who can help us in our communities and the important
jobs they do.

Our theme texts this term have included EImer, Owl Babies,
Funnybones, and The Smartest Giant in Town and the chil-
#¥ 8 dren have loved diving into each story.




This term, Phoenix are enjoying a
weekly hour of vocal coaching on a
Wednesday morning, from our won-
derful music tutor Mrs Williams.
The children always have a wonder-
ful time and sound fantastic! [ am
really looking forward to earing what
they have been working on, at our
Christmas events.

POPPY APPEAL

Supporting the Royal British Legion

This year, we are proud to support the Royal British Legion and the incredible work they do for
our armed forces and their families.

In the lead-up to Remembrance Day, we will be selling poppies to raise money and awareness for
this important charity.

We will also be marking the occasion with a special Art Display Day, on the 11th, where pupils will
create artwork inspired by the poppy and the courage of our armed forces. Families are
warmly invited to tour the school at collection time, to view the student’s pieces. ll

Together, we will remember and honour those who have served.
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What a long and productive half term it has been!

Phoenix Class have settled well and have been enjoying the many opportunities
that Hygge offers to them each week.

This Autumn half term along with the usual quizzes and nature card games, we
have been looking at seasonal changes and the transfer of plant dyes and stains
and finding out about the famous artist Arcimboldo and Mathematician Fibonacci.

Activities have included making blackberry dough, tie dye using spinach and
blackberries and releasing dye from flowers and ferns onto material using tools.

We created our Autumn artwork in stages. Firstly, the children used watercolour
paints to create a background wash which was left to dry. The following week the
children have used newspaper strips to make tree trunks and glued these onto
their backgrounds, used felt pen to define them and finally used acrylic paint to
add leaves, mixing colours and using dabbers, brushes and their fingers to apply
the paint. The results were individual works of
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The children were excited to mix and knead bread dough to create bread rolls and
the next day at home time some rolls were devoured before they had left the
school gate!

More recently we learned about the Italian artist Giuseppe Arcimboldo, that cre-
ated art portraits using fruits, flowers and vegetables and created some outdoor
compositions and made jigsaws of his portraits.

Everyone has been fascinated to understand about the Fibonacci sequence and
learn about the number pattern and natures code.

Next half term we will be thinking

ahead to a festival in December!
Have a wonderfully Hygge break,

Mrs
Hawker
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FAITH Can Move Mountains — What This Means to Us at North Cadbury Primary

At North Cadbury, FAITH is at the heart of everything we do — it guides how we learn,
how we treat one another and how we grow together as a school family. When we
say “FAITH can move mountains,” we’re reminded that with belief, perseverance and
kindness, we can overcome challenges and achieve amazing things.

For us, FAITH isn’t just a word it’s our set of values: Friendship, Ambition, Integrity,
Trust and Happiness. These are the qualities we see shining in our children every day.
Whether it’s showing friendship in the playground, working hard to reach a goal, be-
ing honest and dependable, or keeping a positive outlook when things feel tough, our
pupils demonstrate that faith in themselves and in each other really can move moun-
tains.

Together, we believe that with courage, compassion and a shared sense of purpose,
there’s no limit to what we can achieve as a community.

Our FAITH in action this month has seen us enjoying -
Open the Book
School in a Bag
The Lord’s Larder

#HelloYellow

Guide dogs for the blind
Mother and toddler music group
Team Captains

Bell Ringing

Giving Thanks for the Harvest

Our Vice and Team

Godly Play Captains 2025-26

PTAFA bingo night and MUFTI days

And so much more!
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As part of our Autumn English focus on storytelling, the Dragons English group had the
wonderful opportunity to visit the Wells Literary Festival 2025.
% The festival celebrates books, creativity and the joy of reading,

bringing together authors and readers from across the country.

ing mysteries, where his ideas come from, and how small details
can make a story come alive. The Dragons were fascinated by his stories and asked ||
brilliant questions about writing and imagination. It was a fantastic experience

that left everyone eager to read more and to start crafting their own adventures

back in the classroom. We were also delighted to purchase several of Sam Sedg-
man’s books, which are now available for any of our Key Stage 2 students to borrow and enjoy.




This half term has been bursting with enriching experiences, and our children have embraced every single
one with enthusiasm and curiosity. From skateboard and scooting workshops to our joyful Harvest Festi-
val, inspiring visits from Wessex Water and the Guide Dogs team, to creative trips to The Newt and Wells
Literary Festival . Each opportunity has helped our pupils grow in confidence, teamwork and wonder.
Whether swimming at Sherborne Pool, joining #HelloYellow workshops, or learning from guest speakers
from near and far, they have shown such positivity and engagement. We couldn’t be prouder of the way
they’ve thrown themselves into every new adventure!

#HelloYellow S Festival of

VD therature
Our enrichment this term has includ- '@ Q Somerset

ed: The Newt N\ .
Somerset VNusic whale class somerset | NALISIC

uam[ . ounci
WUessex Water Uenrkshops

Guide dags for the blind assemblies

Swimming

The Vlewt

Wells Literary Festival
Schoal in a PVBag Clssemblies

L &7 8

Wessex Water

YTL GROUP



A huge thank you and well done to everyone involved in the Cary Carnival this year. We
won the Cary Wives Cup!




A Huge Thank You to Our Wonderful PTAFA!
We’d like to say a heartfelt thank you to our

g amazing PTAFA, who have been working tire-
lessly to plan exciting events and raise valuable
¥ funds for our school and students. This term,

A 4 ‘ which raised donations for the Christmas Fair,
and the hugely popular Bingo Evening—so

L& " popular, in fact, that bookings had to close ear-
ly! It was fantastic to see so many families joining in the fun.

We’re now looking forward to the Christmas Fair, which we
know will be another wonderful celebration of our school com-
munity. If you’d like to get involved with the PTAFA’s fundrais-
ing, help with the Healthy Tuck Shop, or simply find out more,
please do pop into the office and we’ll be happy to put you in
touch.

A very special thank you goes to Mrs. Mattravers, who is now

passing on her role as PTAFA Treasurer after many years of dedicated service. We
are so grateful for all the time, energy, and care she has given to support the
school. We also warmly welcome our new Treasurer Mrs Austin and look forward
to continuing the fantastic work the PTAFA does for our school community.

This term, the PTAFA have generously funded our Artist Day, the Scooter and
Skateboarding Workshop and made a wonderful donation to the Library Fund.




Scooter and Skateboarding Workshops
The children had an absolutely wonderful time taking part in our recent Scooter
and Skateboarding Workshops, kindly funded by the PTAFA. They were amazed by
the instructor’s incredible skills and thoroughly enjoyed watching all the fantastic
tricks and flips he could perform. Then it was their turn to have a go— and, after
putting on some very sturdy helmets, elbow pads, and knee pads, they all rose to
the challenge brilliantly! It was a super experience that brought smiles, confidence,
and plenty of excitement to the playground.

Y /NN ™ A4

S R
he UKis leading prowder of skateboard and
scooter coaching and events for over a decade.
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A Wonderful Harvest Celebration
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. children loved coming to school dressed as vegetables

fruit, farmers and scarecrows. The creativity and effort that
went into the costumes was simply incredible. A big thank
you to all the students who made scarecrows for our Har-
vest display; we received so many lovely comments from
visitors, residents and families.

It was a real joy for our whole school com-
munity to come together for a Service of Thanksgiving at the
church, and we give special thanks to Rev’d Caroline for lead-}
ing such a memorable celebration, her Bread Olympics was a|
particular highlight (who knew!). Once again, we were humbled
by the generous donations of food for the Lord’s Larder. Thank
you to everyone who contributed to this wonderful act of giv-
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Our New School Website Is Live!

We’re delighted to share that our brand-new website is now live! The site is updated weekly
with the latest news, events, and celebrations from across the school, helping us all stay
connected with everything happening in our community. One of the exciting features is our
Team Points Totals, displayed on the home page and updated each week by our House Cap-
tains for everyone to follow. We encourage you to visit and explore the new site at
www.northcadburyschool.org.uk.

Red Team Yellow Team Blue Team Green Team

1692 1332 1409 1163

Dragons Make a Splash!

The Dragons have done brilliantly this term, attending an hour of swimming every week. The coaches
have been so impressed with their perseverance, enthusiasm and growing skill in the water. Well
done, Dragons. What a fantastic achievement!
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“Some people want it to happen, some wish it would happen, other make it happen.”

Michael Jordan
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Somerset Somerset School Terms and Holidays
Please find attached the term dates W Council 2026/2027 Academic Year
for the 26-27 academic year. | kindly ptember 2026 October 2026 ovember 2026
A | 7 (14 |21 |28 | | 5 112 |19 2 19 |16 |23 |30
ask that you consider these dates, 8 [15 |22 (29 e ]1s |20 3 (10 |17 |24
i ; . 9 [16 |23 [ 30 | 7 (14 |21 4 |11 |18 |28
when planning family holidays. 10 [17 |24 18118 22 5 (12 |19 (26
11 |18 |25 219 |16 |23 6 113 120 |27
5 112 |19 |26 3 110 117 124 | 31 7 114 121 128
We know that regular attendance o 15 13001ar T l,, w125 3 [, 5 122 129
. » C D D20 U eb 1
makes a real difference to every . ' TR e =
HPEH g H 118 |15 | | 8§ 112 {19 |26 219 23
child’s learning, wellbeing and fu- B e 1o 3 Tio TRl 2¢
e 3 |10 |17 | 7 114 |21 | 28 4 1 25
ture opportunities. The government P TR e ls 15Tz Bz
expects pupils to attend at least 95% Tt 2 e R TR R
. . D A D U 1
of the time, with attendance below EEREECEEY ; S CEGEES
9 i 219 |16 [23 1 B8H3 (20 |27 RO | 4 [11 |18 |25 |
90% classed as persistent absence. B RERET e R BUBERE
c H 4 |11 |18 |25 15 |22 | 29 1 6 113 20 27
While we understand that illness - e R ERDEFE
; i 6 |13 |20 |27 3 (10 (17 |24 1,8 |15| 22
and exceptional family circumstanc- e e 2T 11623
es sometimes arise, holidays during : . - Bue &
= 14 121 128 15112 119
term time cannot be authorised ex- 8 115 122 129 16 113 120
9 |16 |23 |30 7 114 |21
: 10 |17 |24 1 18 |15 |22
cept in very rare cases. Schools have 10 (T o4 EREEC
H 5 112 |19 |26 3 /10 117 | 24| 31 7 114 121 28
a duty to monitor attendance, and "6 J13 J20 J27 4T3 T J2s | i 18 [15 | 22] 2]
where concerns persist, the Local
Term dates summary:
Authorlty may Issue a fine (£60— I School Holiday Term 1: 03 September — 23 October 2026 (37 days)
. 4 . Term 2: 02 November - 18 December 2026 (35 days)
£120) or, in serious cases, begin pros- | B Bank Holiday Term 3: 04 January - 12 February 2027 (30 days)
: . D Term Time Term 4; 22 Febeuary — 25 March 2027 (24 days)
ecution. As the DfE reminds us Term 5: 12 Apeil - 28 May 2027 (34 days)
’ - Inset Days Term 6: 07 June - 23 July 2027 (35days)  TOTAL = 195
“Children who attend regularly are
more likely to achieve and thrive.” Cmmax Cay ask oty 25 Seoteius S Kateceniiy. 29 Morch 3027
Combor ay Day ay y
. . New Year's Day Holida 01 Ja 2027 2
Thank you for working with us to EZ:;" Frds “’ i o .413‘;‘,‘.'5027 ! . Lo s AR (s oy
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benefit of school each day.

https://www.northcadburyprimaryschool.org.uk/term-dates
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HARVEST EXPERIENCE
Monday 27" October
3:30-4:30
at St. Barnabag Church

Queen Camel

[n Camel Club at Countess Gytha school we have been
preparing displays that celebrate harvest of the earth, ocean,
sheep and fields and the children have been making lots of
amazing things.

On Monday 27th at 3.30pm onwards we will be there with
the children to show you and your friends and family around
the ‘Harvest Experience’ and then share a light tea.

This is open for everyone so please let ug have some idea of
numbers for catering purposes by 26/10/25 by emailing
carolinehwalker @btinternet.com or texting 07765 126355

Everyone is weleome and bring your friends.
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THURSDAY

TLE
ACTIVE
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CAMELOT fi‘) PLAYERS

Design the cover for

MOTINED

D=

Competition
Join our competition to design the
front cover of our panto programme.
The winner will receive 2 free tickets
to watch our panto at
North Cadbury Village Hall in December.
For all the rules and to download a form

follow the QR code below or collect from
.. the North Cadbury School Office.
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Half-Term
Holiday Activities: M

Art Adventures

27-29 October 2025, 10:30-15:30

Take inspiration from Wells Art Contemporary (WAC)
installations in the Cathedral this half term with our
creative drop-in workshops for families!

Monday 27 October

Branching Out
Explore relationships between humans
and trees with 2D and 3D art

Tuesday 28 October
Willow and Windows

Create a willow-framed suncatcher

Wednesday 29 October

Decorate a Deck
Design a deck and create your own
mini skateboard model

Admission FREE with adult entry. No need to book -
simply drop in on the day! Plan your visit online at
wellscathedral.org.ulk/holidays
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Your child’s sight is precious. Good vision helps them
learn, play and communicate with the world around them.

Yet, there are more than a million children in the UK with
undetected vision problems (source: Eye health UK)

Children's vision continues to develop until they reach

the age of eight, so caring for a child’s eyes in the early
years can help lay the foundations for good vision that
lasts a lfetime.

There are lots of simple things that you can do to help

keep children’s eyes healthy.

Essential Eye Checks E
Having regular sight tests as advised by your optician is a great F P
place fo start. T o z

LPED
5 z . PECFO
Sight tests will ensure any problems such as childhood EnDFCZzR
conditions like squint and lazy eye (amblyopia), longsightedness —
(hypermetropia) or short sightedness (myopia) are picked up brrroTEC
The sooner problems are identified the better the treatment | *"™""
outcomes.

Remember sight tests are free on the NHS for all children under 16 years or 18in
education or training. If they require vision cormection (glasses or contact lenses) you'll
be entitled to an optical voucher towards the cost of this too!

In Somerset there is access to reception aged vision screening at school.

NSPCC
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Eat a rainbow

Eating a rainbow of colourful fruit and vegetables
helps ensure young eyes get the nutrients they
need to grow healthily

Food like tomatoes, grapes and blueberries as
well as fish, eggs and whole grains are packed

Spend time outside

There is evidence that spending two hours or
more a day outdoors can reduce the risk of
myopia or shortsightedness, even if there is a
history of the condition, so time spent outside
can benefit your children in many ways.

Try walking to school, playing outside, sports, PE lessons
or going for a bike or scooter ride.

Cover up

If's really important to protect your eyes
from the sun. When you're young the
lens at the front of the eye is really clear
so can let even more of the damaging

suniight in.

Protect children’s eyes whenever the UV Index rises to three or more even
on cloudy days and check that their sunglasses have a CE;
UV 400 or British Standard Mark to ensure they provide the right level of UV
protection.
A hat with a wide brim can also help
protect against damaging UV,

Visit the Met Office website for
information on UV levels.

Somerset Safeguarding
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Limit use of screens

Children should be reminded to take regular breaks
whenever they do any intense close work like using
a screen or reading a book. There is some
evidence that excess screen time can damage
wision long term.

Signs of reduced vision

It's often difficult to tell if your child is having problems with their eyes but some tel-tale

« struggling to recognise colours and shapes
» not showing any interest in learning to read
« complaining about headaches

» sitting very close to the TV

If you recognise any of these symptoms you should amange for your child to have a
sight fest.

Developed by the Orthoptic Team at Somerset NHS Foundation Trust and the
Public Health Team at Somerset Council

W Somerset INHS
¥ Council S s

NSPCC
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Tuesdays

school office, for more information.

Tuesday 4" November

Music lessons with

Charles Harrison on

Please do enquire through the

Monday to Wednesday: Full uniform
Thursday &  [j§ !
Friday: School

PE uniform

This will
change

occasionally when classes are engaged in
particularly mucky, messy, work and teachers will
let you know whenyif this is needed.

1** day back

Tuesday 4™ Novem

Christmas shoeboxes to be brought into

school ready for collection

Tuesday 4™ - Friday 7%

November @

Resurfacing work happening through the village
along Cary Road. Please leave extra time if you think

you may need it.

Wednesday 5" November

PTAFA Bonfire Tuck Shop after school

(toffee apples and sweet treats!) ‘ . ﬁ

Monday 10", Tuesday 11t
and Wednesday 12t

November 1.30 - 3.00pm

Sprites Open Afternoon Sessions.

Please book through the online system, or the school office
for a half hour session to do an activity with your child and
speak with your child’s key worker.

Friday 14" November

oaE
Children
in Need

Children in Need
Mufti of children’s choosing for a £1 donation plus
50p for face painting.

Tuesday 18" November

Year 5 Dance Festival at Ansford.

Details to follow.
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CorE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Friday 21** November

Phoenix Class Trip. Details to be confirmed

(am only)

Thursday 27" November

A

Years 3 - 6 Cross Country Event @ Ansford

Acadmey. Details to follow

Friday 28" November

PTAFA Mufti Day

Friday 28" November

PTAFA Christmas Wreath Making at South
Cadbury Village Hall. More details to

follow...

Friday 5t December

PTAFA Christmas Fair 2.00 - 4.00pm

Tuesday 9™ December
)

o

Rags to Riches Collection. Please leave

donations on the wall.

Friday 12" December

Nativity - Preschool, Reception

and Year 1 & 2 2.00pm

Tuesday 16" December

Christmas Carol Service at St Michael’s

Church, 2.0opm

Thursday 18" December

School Christmas Lunch and Christma

Jumper Day

Friday 19" December

Monday 5t January

Last day of the autumn term

15t day back after the holidays
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